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Resending this edition, which includes a minor editorial update.

Congratulations to nation’s newest
military officers
UFAMA extends its congratulations to all University of Florida ROTC cadets who

graduated and were commissioned this May. Thank you for serving our nation and

Go Gators! 🐊

UFAMA is on Instagram
& LinkedIn: Join us!
UFAMA is building a strong network of service-minded Gators across the globe --

 and that includes our footprint on social media.

Follow us on Instagram, LinkedIn and other popular platforms to stay informed,

engaged and help strengthen the Gator military network.

https://dashboard.mailerlite.com/preview/1812850/emails/187716033833862627
http://www.gatormilitary.org/
https://www.instagram.com/gatormilitary/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/gatormilitary/
https://linktr.ee/UFAMA


Partnership connects members to
jobs & career support
UFAMA is excited to introduce OPLIGN, a free hub that can help:

Match members instantly to internships and jobs from 10,000+ employers, as

well as resources, mentorship and career support

Translate military skills and experience for civilian hiring managers

Connect job seekers and employers online, where 85% of real hiring occurs

This partnership is a new and creative way to help UFAMA members navigate the

fog of the job hunt. Visit the OPLIGN office in person (Level 1 of the Reitz Union)

or online today!

Alumni Spotlight
Air Force Maj. Gen.
Michele Edmondson

From being part of the Gator Nation to serving our nation, Maj. Gen. Michele

Edmondson's connection to the University of Florida has grown and evolved

throughout her impressive Air Force career.

"The Gator Nation is real! I continue to expand my circle of colleagues and friends

because of our connection to UF. It’s great to find that common experience and it

truly serves as a bond that launches further engagement," Edmondson said.

She’s currently in the process of retiring from the military and just completed a tour

as the Air Force Deputy Chief of Staff for Warfighter Communications and Cyber

Systems at the Pentagon.

Even though she grew up in an Air Force family with generations of family

members who served, Edmondson said she wasn't sure it was something she wanted

for herself and didn't join UF's ROTC program right away.

"After much encouragement, I decided to visit the detachment and try it out halfway

through my freshman year," she said. "I quickly came to enjoy the camaraderie and

my new group of friends, so I decided to stick with it."

https://careerhub.ufl.edu/resources/oplign/


Edmondson said her times with the friends she made in ROTC were some of her

most memorable moments at UF.

"My fellow cadets became my social circle and support system and those were the

people I spent my time with throughout my time at UF. Many of us remained

friends and frequently crossed paths during our time in the Air Force and are still

friends today," she said.

These friends were also study buddies for Edmondson as she pursued "rigorous and

challenging" academics, earning an Aerospace Engineering degree from UF in

1992.

Another proud connection to the Gator Nation is Edmondson's son, who is

following in her Gator footprints.

"He just finished his junior year and is double majoring in Aerospace and

Mechanical Engineering. He’s unbelievably smart and we are so proud of his

impressive academic credentials!" she said.



She's also proud of her alma mater and the strides that UF is making on campus and

throughout the country.

"As I go back and visit my son, it’s amazing to see the investment and growth

across the institution and campus," she said. "The school’s national rankings are

exciting to see, and I look forward to the continued investments to keep the school

on track to maintain its national status … I admittedly bought the 'Top 5' t-shirt."

Who’s Raising the Bar? Nominate
a Gator
Know any military-affiliated alumni who are making waves in their community,

workplace or industry? Send a note to contact@gatormilitary.org and the Gator

Recon staff will handle the rest.

We're always looking to highlight the unsung heroes in our ranks!
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